
Synapse 

3 Major types 

Axodendritic 

Axosomatic 

Axoaxonic 

High degree of control 

Low degree of control 

Counteract the order 

2 forms Chemical synapses 

Electrical Synapses 

PM connected by gap 
junctions and utilize 

voltage gated ion pore 
channels 

Densities 

Presynaptic Density Conical 
protrusions 

Presynaptic grid, links conical 
protrusions 

Postsynaptic Density 
(Chemical Synapses) 

Thicker and 
more 

homogenous 

Asymmetric 

Symmetric 

Postsynaptic 
density is 
greater 

Equal 
density 

Most Common, vesicle 
bound neurotransmitters 

to excite target 

Vesicles 

Round Clear 
Asymmetric 

Synapse, usually 
excitatory 

Flattened Clear 

Dense Core 

Symmetrical 
synapses--GABA--

inhibitory 

Catecholamines 


